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Psalm 38:13-14 But I, like a deaf man, do not hear; And I am like a mute who 

does not open his mouth. Thus I am like a man who does not hear, And in 

whose mouth is no response. 



In the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
one God. Amen. 



Begin with the Lord’s prayer 

 Our Lord and Savior, our King and God, 

we thank you for gathering us here to stand 

before you to call on your Holy Name.  

 Heavenly Father, teach us to trust You in 

everything we do.  

 Thank you for giving us teachers to be our 

leaders and to teach us about Jesus our 

Savior.  

 Bless all the children and keep them safe. 

Hear us when we humbly and thankfully pray 

to you. 



Our Father, who art in heaven  
Hallowed be thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven  
Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our trespasses 
As we forgive those who trespass against us 
And lead us not into temptation  
But deliver us from the evil one 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
Glory. Forever, Amen. 



 O our Lady, as St. Gabriel greeted you,  
 “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
you.”  

 True Virgin in conscience as well as body, 
blessed are you among women and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb.  

 Holy Mary, the God-bearer, pray that your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, may forgive us 
our sins. Amen. 



WHO DID NOT RESPECT THE CHURCH IN THE 

OLD TESTAMENT?  Eli’s sons  

What should girls do in church? Cover their heads 

What must you not do during kidasse? Don’t talk 

and say hi. 

Review 



Can anyone tell me last 

week’s memory verse??? 



Recite Last week’s memory verse 

 

“All of you be quiet before 

the Lord. For He is coming 

from His holy place.”   

(Zechariah 2:13)  



Saint Takla Haimanot the Ethiopian 

October 23, 2011 



Memorize today’s Verse 

“Let your light so shine before 

men .”  

(Matthew 5:16 )  

It means be a 

good example 

for others.  



What is a Saint? 

.  A saint is a person who led a life of 

holiness, dedicating oneself to prayer, and 

serving God.  

 

.   Saints loved Jesus Christ more than 

anything else. They were willing to give up 

everything for Him. 



Saint Takla 
Today, we are going to learn about one of the 

greatest and most famous saints in Ethiopia, Saint 

Tekla Haimanot, who taught and baptized many 

people who were not believers. 



His Family  

In the 13th century, a God loving Christian family 

lived in Ethiopia; the husband who was a priest 

and loved Jesus Christ very much was called 

"Tsega Ze-Ab" (=the gift of the father), and the 

wife who was called "Egezi-Hareya" (Chosen by 

God).  St. Takla Haimanot was born of these 

loving parents. 

Their patron saint was the Archangel "Michael", 

and they used to make a feast for him on the 

12th of every Ethiopian Calendar month by 

having a mass and by feeding the poor. 



His Family  

The wife was barren (not able to have children) 

and she always prayed to God for a child.  One 

day "Tsega Ze-Ab" had a dream where he saw 

the sun and a lot of stars in their bedroom. 



His Family  
The next day the Archangel told them that they 

would have a child who would be blessed and 

who would be like John the Baptist. 



His Birth  
On the 24th of Tahsas (December), "Egezi-

Hareya"  gave birth to a beautiful son and 

called him "The happiness of Tsion (Fesseha 

Tsion)", or " The happiness of the churches".  

 

There were many miracles done by him; 

like when he talked when he was only 3 

days old.   



His Birth  
The Holy Spirit descended upon 

Feseha Tsion three days after his birth 

and he opened his mouth and said  

"One is the Holy Father.  

    One is the Holy Son.  

    One is the Holy Spirit."   

He was baptized on his 40th day. 



Is this kind of miracle possible?  

Some will say you must be a fool to believe 

that a 3 days old baby can talk. 

  Does a 3 days old baby talk?  Normally, they 

don’t. Children start to talk usually around 

2 years old. 

But there is nothing that is impossible for 

the Lord.  Our Lord Jesus Christ blessed 

Abune and wanted him to be a light for 

others. He wants us to be lights as well. 



Is this kind of miracle possible?  

What should be our answer to those who 

doubt? 

Our first response should be to ask them 

Do you believe what is in the Bible? 

If there answer is yes. Then how is it that 

Baalam’s donkey talked.  

Do you remember the story of Baalam and 

his donkey? 



Is this kind of miracle possible?  

“The Lord opened the mouth of the donkey”. (Numbers 

22:28).  If this is possible, why are we surprised if a baby 

talked? 



His Birth  

After a year and a half, there was a terrible 

famine that his parents couldn't make the  

feast for Michael the Archangel. One day, the 

mother was praying to God so that she 

could do anything for the feast (Zikir) of the 

Archangel.   

Zikir is a feast on behalf of a saint or an 

angel.  



His Birth  

While she was carrying her baby, he wiped 

her tears and pointed to the kitchen where 

some flour in a plate were present.  

He put his hands in the flour and it poured 

and poured, that the mother gathered every 

container she had in the house.  

And the same happened with the oil and 

honey. 



Who else did this type of miracle in the Bible?  

Elijah and Elisha 

In (1King 17:14) Elijah was sent to the 

widow, who lived with her son, had only 

one handful of flour and a little oil. Elijah 

told her to bake bread for him and 

promised that the flour and oil would not 

diminish (run out) as long as the Lord did 

not send rain to the earth. The woman 

trusted the Prophet of God and did as he 

told her, her flour and oil did not diminish.  



Who else did this type of miracle in the Bible?  
In (2 King 4:4) Once a poor widow came to 

Elisha. She was crying and said to him, ‘My 

husband is dead and left many debts. The creditor 

came to take my two sons to be servants.“ "Tell 

me what hast thou in the house?" asked Elisha. 

The woman replied, "Nothing, except a pot of 

oil.“  

Elisha said to her, "Go, borrow pots for from all 

your neighbors, as many empty pots as you can 

and pour the oil into all those pots." 

The woman did this. The oil was poured until all 

the pots were filled.  



HIS CONSECRATION AS A DEACON  

And when he was seven years old his father 

taught him the Psalms of David (Bible), and all the 

Books of the Church. He was later ordained a 

deacon at the age of fifteen by Bishop Kyrellos.  



HIS CONSECRATION AS A DEACON  

The Bishop prophesied (predicted) concerning 

him, saying, “This boy shall become a chosen 

vessel of God.” The saint's parents wanted him to 

get married, but he refused because he dedicated 

himself completely to God.  

 

Like our Abune Gebriel and Abba Phillipose are 

not married because they wanted to give all there 

time to God.  They are monks like Saint Takla. 



His Priesthood  

One day while he was practicing his hobby of 

hunting in the woods, Our Lord appeared to him 

sitting on the wings of Archangel Michael saying: "I 

am your God who protected you since your 

childhood.  Now you will hunt people instead of 

animals.  

And your name shall be ‘Takla Haimanot,’ (which 

means Tree of Faith) for I have chosen you from 

your mother’s womb, and I have sanctified you like 

Jeremiah the prophet, and John the Baptist.  



His Priesthood  

And behold, I have given you power to heal the sick, and to drive 

out unclean spirits in all the world.  Then the heavenly insight 

disappeared.  He gave all his goods to the poor and needy.  He 

later became a priest and his prayers and fasting increased. He 

preached to people about God and a lot of people were converted 

to Christianity.  



His Priesthood  

St Takla Haimanot went to a place called 

Ketata where the people worshipped a tree. 

He saw an evil Spirit in the tree and made it 

disappear in the Name of Jesus Christ.   

 

He performed many miracles by the grace 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  



His Monasticism  

Then one day Jesus Christ appeared to the 

saint and told him to go to the monastery 

on the mountain.  

  

One night God showed him the happiness 

and the glory of the saints in heaven and he 

became very happy; specially that he always 

remembered and imagined the souls of the 

saints.  



His Monasticism  

The angel appeared to the saint and asked 

him to go to a cave down the valley. The 

saint said goodbye to the head monk of the  

Debre Damo monastery and all the monks 

went out to see him off.  

 

The monks were used to tying whoever 

gets down with a rope (since the monastery 

was on top of a hill).  



His Monasticism  

While Saint Takla was going down, the rope 

was cut and the monks were terrified, but 

they saw six wings getting out from his 

sides, and carried him until he reached the 

ground.  



His Monasticism  

So he was able to fly down the mountain 

safely.  The monks got back glorifying God 

for his greatness and for protecting his 

people. 

 

He is the only saint in the entire world to 

receive wings. We only glorify our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ when miracles like this 

happen. 



SAINT TAKLA'S LAST DAYS  

St. Tekle Haimanot spent the last 29 years of his life in a 

place called Deber Asbo, where he built the well-known 

monastery of Debre Libanos.  Many people followed him 

and became Monks.  



SAINT TAKLA'S LAST DAYS  

He used to stand and pray for a long time until his leg 

was broken.  But this did not stop his dedication to 

prayer. He prayed standing on his one foot for seven 

years.  



SAINT TAKLA'S LAST DAYS  

He never got out of his cave, but remained there till his 

death.  When St Takla Haimanot was ninety nine (99) 

years old, he became very sick. He gathered all the 

monks and told them to continue to lead a life of prayer 

and love.  



SAINT TAKLA'S LAST DAYS  

He departed on the 24th of Nehase, which is 

August 30th.  May his prayers be with us all. 

Amen. 



Conclusion  

God loves us so much and He wants us to be like the 

saints.  

Saints are good examples on how to love Jesus our Lord. 

Saints can be our friends. We can pick one or more, and 

we can always talk with them and ask them to pray for 

us, as they are closer to Jesus Christ in heaven.  

St. Takla Haimanot's parents used to feed the poor every 

month on St. Michael's day. So, observation of Saint's 

days reminds us of helping others. We get more blessing 

by helping the needy.  



Movie Clip 

Show a short movie clip about the story, if 

available. 



QUIZ 

“Be holy, because I am holy.”  

(1 Peter 1:16) 



Questions: Fill in the puzzle the answers for the blank 
spaces. 

1. St. Takla Haimanot's parents used to make a feast ever 
year for St. __________'s day. 

2. They made the feast to feed the _______. 

3. St. Takla Haimanot taught about __________ 
throughout Ethiopia. 

4. St. Takla Haimanot lost one of his _______, because he 
used to stand for prayer on one foot for a long 

time. 

5. God gave St. Takla Haimanot six _______ when the 
rope he was climbing on broke. 

6. St. Takla Haimanot helped the poor and ________ the 
sick. 

Quiz 



7. What is the meaning of Takla Haimanot? (Tree of Faith) 

 

8. How old was St. Takla Haimanot when he praised God 
for the first time? What did he say?  

  "One is the Holy Father. One is the Holy Son. One is the 
Holy Spirit."  

 

9. Did St. Takla Haimanot stop praying after he lost his leg? 

 

10. Do you know if your parents do Zikir? Ask your 
parents. 

Quiz 



Any question? 
 

 

Close with prayer. 


